Republican “Toss-Up” & “Lean” Battleground Congressional Districts Survey

Method: Landline, Mobile & Text-to-Web Interviews

Universe: Likely Voters

Sample Size: 800 4 Mclaughlin & Associates
Margin of Error: +/- 3.4%

Field Dates: November 10-11, 2025

Republican’s Opportunity to Protect Americans Against Higher Healthcare Costs

Republicans have an opportunity to save millions of Americans from skyrocketing healthcare costs by extending the
Enhanced Premium Tax Credits. This battleground survey in Republican “toss-up” and “lean” congressional districts
demonstrates bipartisan majority support for extending these healthcare tax credits. These battleground voters are
willing to give both credit and their vote to candidates who support extending the healthcare tax credits. They are
also ready to hold candidates liable if they vote to let the tax credits expire. Letting the healthcare tax credits expire
creates a Democrat wedge issue that seriously threatens the Republicans’ ability to hold their seats and majority
control of Congress. Republican voters in these battleground districts believe protecting the healthcare tax credits
aligns with President Trump’s tax cuts and affordability agenda by making healthcare and the cost of living more
affordable for Americans. By extending the healthcare tax credit, Republicans have an opportunity to turn a
perceived weakness into a strength and help protect their majority in Congress.

Healthcare Costs Top Anxiety & Are Critical to Cost of Living Affordability

e Biggest Affordability Concern: Battleground district voters identified healthcare costs (39%) as their greatest
area of concern when thinking about rising costs facing them and their families, narrowly edging out costs for
everyday necessities like groceries (38%) and coming in much higher than housing costs (11%) and rising gas
or energy costs (8%). Among Independents, anxiety over healthcare costs is eight points higher than costs for
everyday necessities like groceries (43% to 35%).

e Cost of Living Importance: Nine in ten (91% to 8%) voters believe keeping healthcare affordable is important
to lowering the overall cost of living for working American families. The belief is intense, with nearly three-
quarters (72%) “strongly” agreeing.

e Higher Premiums Driving Anxiety: Virtually three-quarters (73%) are concerned about their healthcare
premiums increasing next year, including 47% who are “very” concerned.

Majority Bipartisan Support for Enhanced Premium Tax Credits

e Tax Credits Support: By a 50-point margin (70% to 20%), a broad majority supports the Enhanced Premium
Tax Credits. Half (48%) “strongly” support the healthcare tax credits. Although higher among Democrats
(93%), the majority of Republicans (53%) also support these tax credits. Among Independents, who will be
casting the deciding votes in the midterm elections, two-thirds (66%) support the healthcare tax credits,
reaching 73% among Independent women. Other key voter groups in these battleground districts strongly
support the tax credits, including college educated women (79%), married women (74%), Hispanics (79%),

voters 55-plus (73%), and ticket splitters (74%).
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e Extend Tax Credits: By greater than a 2 to 1 margin, (60% to 24%), a clear majority supports preserving the
Enhanced Premium Tax Credits to prevent premiums from doubling rather than letting the healthcare tax
credits expire.

Political Upside for Extending Enhanced Premium Tax Credits vs. Political Downside for Letting Them Expire

e Political Upside: The majority (57%) is more likely to vote for a candidate for Congress who votes to extend
the healthcare tax credits. Roughly half (47%) is “much” more likely to support the candidate. The majority of
swing voters are more likely to vote for the candidate, including 56% of Independents and 61% of ticket
splitters. Among Independent women, voter support reaches 69%. Voting to extend the healthcare tax
credits attracts Hispanic voters (66%), college educated women (70%), and married women (62%).

e Political Downside: Conversely, the majority (53%) is less likely to vote for a candidate for Congress who
allowed the healthcare tax credits to expire, resulting in higher insurance premiums. The political downside
has intensity, with half (49%) who are “much” less likely to vote for the candidate. The majority of swing
voters are less likely to vote for the candidate, including 57% of Independents and 57% of ticket splitters. The
anti-vote reaches 71% among Independent women. The negative vote is evident among other key midterm
voting groups: Hispanics (53%), married women (59%), and college educated women (70%).

e Democrat Wedge Issue: By a 13-point margin (52% to 39%), the majority in these battleground congressional
districts would be more likely to vote for a Democratic candidate who fought to protect the Enhanced
Premium Tax Credits rather than a Republican candidate who refused to protect the healthcare tax credits.
The Democratic candidate leads among Independents (56% to 30%) and ticket splitters (58% to 21%).
Republicans have an opportunity to take away the Democratic wedge issue and advantage by extending the
healthcare tax credits. It would give Republicans an opportunity to take credit for keeping healthcare costs
more affordable for millions of Americans.

e Democrat Ballot Advantage: Letting the healthcare tax credits expire makes incumbent Republicans
vulnerable and provides Democrats a significant advantage on an informed generic ballot. If Republicans
block extending the tax credits, 51% would vote Democrat versus 41% Republican on the informed generic
ballot. This is a troubling sign for Republicans in battleground districts that they are counting on to win to
hold their majority in Congress. The warning signs are particularly strong among key voting groups that would
favor the Democrat candidate: Independents (56% to 32%), Independent women (69% to 18%), ticket
splitters (55% to 28%), married women (54% to 36%), college educated women (65% to 28%), and Hispanics
(53% to 33%). There is a clear solution for Republicans: extend the tax credits, keeping healthcare affordable
for millions of Americans.

e President Trump’s Affordability Agenda: The majority (56%) of Republicans believe extending the healthcare

tax credits aligns with the historic tax cuts President Trump delivered and helps the president and
Republicans show they are protecting Americans from higher costs by keeping healthcare more affordable.
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Methodology: This survey was conducted in The Cook Political Report’s Republican “toss-up” and “lean”

battleground congressional districts among 800 likely voters between November 10-11, 2025. Interviews were
divided equally (n50) in each district: “Toss-Ups” AZ 1, AZ6, CO 8,1A 1, MI 7, PA 7, PA 10, and WI 3 and “Leans” IA 3,
MI 10, NJ 7, NY 17, OH 9, PA 8, TX 34, and VA 2. The survey included a mix of landline phone, mobile phone, and text-
to-web interviews. Interview selection was at random within predetermined election units. The accuracy of the
sample of 800 likely voters is within +/- 3.4% at a 95% confidence interval. The numbers in this memorandum have

been rounded and may not equal 100%.

Party:
Republican
Democratic

Independent

Age:
18-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
65+

40%
34%
26%

16%
16%
16%
20%
32%

November 10-11, 2025

Gender:
Male

Female

Race:
White
Hispanic
Black
Asian

Other

48%
52%

80%
12%
4%
3%
1%
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Education:
Less/Bachelors

Bachelors/PG

Interviews:
Landline
Mobile

Text-to-Web

56%
44%

25%
40%
35%
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